What’s New In School

Bnos Malka Preschool Students Experience Hands-On Matzah Baking

reschool students at Bnos Malka Acad-
emy enjoyed an engaging and edu-
cational matzah-baking experience,

bringing the traditions of Pesach to life in a
meaningful way.

The children began by grinding wheat,
gaining an appreciation for the process from
grain to flour. They then mixed water and
flour to create dough, carefully rolling it out
before baking their very own matzos. They

even set an 18-min-
ute timer to appre-
ciate how quickly
they need to work in
a real matzah bakery
to make kosher mat-
zos. Each step was
presented in a sim-
ple, hands-on man-
ner, allowing the
students to actively
participate and un-
derstand the signifi-
cance of the process.
Adding to the ex-
citement, the chil-
dren wore specially
designed baker hats,
creating a festive
and immersive at-
mosphere. The activ-
ity combined learn-
ing and fun, giving
students a deeper
connection to the
customs of the holi-
day while enjoying
a memorable class-
room experience.

By Susie Garher

lie Wiesel, Nobel laureate and Holo-
E caust survivor, shared that “we survi-

vors decided to tell the tale of what
happened because we want the world to be
a better world. We want people to learn and
to remember.”

The Wall of Tears Foundation is telling
that story in a unique and educational way,
with this mission in mind. They have cre-
ated a monument that is literally a wall
of tears. It is 16 feet wide and 10 feet tall,
featuring plaques that display engraved
accounts of Jewish life, persecution, and
resilience from 1938-1945. Each plaque
contains a QR code that directs the view-
er to a video of a survivor, a witness, or a
documentary. Some depict the conditions
during deportation and transportation to
death camps, as well as incarceration in
concentration camps.

The wall also features a map of Europe
showing Jewish populations before and af-
ter the Holocaust, country by country, along
with an eternal flame that burns continu-
ously to honor victims who have no grave.
In addition, cascading drops of water sym-
bolize the six million tears shed weekly in
remembrance.

Norm Kaish, Executive Director of the
Wall of Tears Foundation in West Hemp-
stead, explained that the goal is for Holo-
caust education to remain visible and ac-
cessible, even for those who do not actively
seek it. The foundation builds these unique
monuments on college campuses and in
public spaces such as community parks to
educate, inspire reflection, and combat an-
tisemitism. These monuments are placed in
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locations where they are seen daily, reaching
both young and old.

The foundation strives to foster empathy
and compassion, inspire activism and so-
cial responsibility, and serve as a safeguard
against historical amnesia and misinforma-
tion. This mission is especially important as
the generation of Holocaust survivors con-
tinues to dwindle, and younger generations
must never forget what happened.

A Wall of Tears monument is currently be-
ing constructed in Andrew J. Parise Park in
Cedarhurst. Mayor Weinstock of Cedarhurst
shared that the memorial will stand as a vis-
ible reminder of the consequences of hatred
and indifference.

The Wall of Tears monument is an edu-
cational resource based on archival infor-
mation from Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust
museum, and the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. The
plaques present the tragic realities of forced
displacement from homes and communities,
the harsh conditions endured during depor-
tation and in camps, the atrocities of enslave-
ment and mass murder, and the post-World
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War II expulsion of 850,000 Jews from Arab
nations.

Together, these accounts serve as a stark
reminder that persecution is not confined to
the past and that vigilance remains essential
today.

The Wall of Tears Foundation plans to
build additional monuments to give students
a clearer understanding of how antisemitism
reached such devastating levels and the im-
pact it had on thousands of Jewish commu-
nities across Europe.

The ADL shared, “Standing up against the
tide of antisemitism requires a bold new ini-
tiative, and we enthusiastically add our en-
dorsement for your efforts toward that end,
which we believe can contribute to greater
understanding and respect.”

The Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance
Center stated, “We are particularly impressed
by how you blended accounts of victims

alongside the behavior of bystanders in each
country. We believe this exploration is essen-
tial if we are to cultivate upstanders among
young adults.”

The monument is not an answer; rather,
it is a question—an ally of education in the
fight against ignorance and hate. Today,
with rising antisemitism, this initiative is
especially vital. The Wall of Tears Foun-
dation is seeking additional locations to
build monuments on college campuses
and other appropriate sites. As mentioned,
the first monument will be built in the Five
Towns.

Hashem should bless the foundation with
continued siyata diShmaya in educating
people about the Holocaust and in fulfilling
what Elie Wiesel so beautifully expressed:
“To make the world a better place.”

For more information, visit

walloftears.org.
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