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Wall Of Tears

BY LARRY GORDON
It's probably the greatest truism of our lives.

And that is, there’s no denying that our great

and illustrious Jewish future ean only be found by
finding hope and spiritual renewal—even in the wake | W]
of tragic events in our past.
Our long and some-

ich was publicly accepted by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at a
Heuse meeting on September 29, is based on some breathtaking assumptions
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Continued on Page 163 But ifit did work, then it would not only mean that Isra- Continued on Page 167
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As [ write this, we are on the threshold of Yom Kip-
pur and my family is prepar-  Continced on Page 164

the “big™ Shabbosim=when there was an cccasion, or for Resh Hashanah, Yom Kip-
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times bitter history can become ob-
scured, especially when it's eclipsed
by hostility directed at us in places like
Gaza, on occasion in the halls of Con-
gress, and of course, the United Nations,

But then someone like Norm Kaish of
West Hempstead comes along who de-
velops an idea that it is healthier to re-
member our past and learn from it, and
it is downright wrong and unhealthy to
forget who we are, where we come from,
what we've been through, and the na-
ture of our prominence in the world,

A few weeks ago, Norm was in my of-
fice to share with me a project of his that
he hos spent a long time developing, a
project that has the potential to change
not just our local communities, but the
world at large.

The praject is called the Wall of Tears,
and it's something he dreamed up, de-
vieloped, and turned into an important
part of our Jewish reality. And for those

of us who reside in the Five Towns, the
first display will be ready for public
viewing at the Andrew J Parise Park in
Cedarhurst as a befitting testament to
the six million Jewish lives that were
lost during the Holocaust. It will also
serve as aliving reminder of our respon-
sibility to remember and never forget
our responsibility to confront hate and
antisemitism in our generation.

In terms of the project’s purpose, we
hawve seen an upsurge in antisemitism
around the world, some directed at Isra-
el in the wake of October 7, some accus-
ing Jews of age-old antisemitic tropes
and blood libels in an effort to isolate
and target Isracl and Jews, whether
on college campuses or walking in the
streets of our cities.

‘The reference to October 7, 2023 as
the most violent and murderous attack
against Jews by the terrorists of Hamas
since the Holocaust, while being ac-
curate, also ties these events to what
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happened B0 years ago, and likewise,
to what our enemies are attempting to
do today. So, while the Wall of Tears is
a testament and memorial to the Holo-
caust, it is alse very mueh a reminder
of what we are dealing with as a people
today.

The Wall of Tears is a multidimen-
sional opportunity to remember what
happened during the Holocaust, oven
for those born long after those infamons
events occurred. It features more t
40 plagues that tell the story of the H
locausat with haunting images and survi
vor testimonies aecessible through G4
codes, Some plaques go even further, b
shedding six million tears into a pool ol
tears in remembrance of those who pen
ished,

Why build such a memorial in Ceda
hurst Park? Unlike museums, this me
morial will be placed where people can
see it on a daily basis: right in the heart
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of Cedarhurst. In this manner, the ac-
cessibility of the memorial is woven into
everyday life, keeping history alive and
relevant for young people today.

The Wall of Tears mission is to erect
these types of Holocanst memaorials on
college campuses and in public spaces
to educate and inspire people to reflect
on the dangers of antisemitism and
hopefully foster a deeper understanding
of the consequences of prejudice and
unchecked hatred.

The Wall of Tears in Cedarhurst
should be up and functioning by the end
of 2025. Mr. Kaish has many more me-
morials in the works, but they cannot be
built without your assistance. For more
information on how to contact Norm at
the Wall of Tears Foundation, please see
their ad in this issue or send an email
to: infol@wallofiears.org or call 516-993-
arer.




